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INTRODUCTION 
 

  

BON PARK/BONNYVILLE – OUR NEIGHBORHOOD 

By Judith Rice-Jones, M.A., M.L.I.S. 

 

Two rail lines constituted the first infrastructure in what would become our 

neighborhood. Both the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific (1888) which 

forms our northern boundary, and the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe (1887), 

our western boundary, now the Shooks Run Trail (1974), were built shortly 

after founding of our city in 1871. 

Next developments were due to the efforts of our city founder, William 

Jackson Palmer. In 1902 he purchased 1,000 acres of Austin Bluffs which he 

later donated to the citizens for a park. The land was highly desirable due to 

its 360 degree view of the city and the mountains. Part of Palmer's genius 

and generosity was insuring that all the parklands he dedicated were 

interconnected, linked by roadways. From the then small downtown, two 

roughly parallel roads, Templeton Gap (leading to the west side of the 

Park), and Paseo (leading to the south side), were constructed. In the 

ensuing decades, a few homes were built in the area but substantial 

development didn't happen until after WWII.  

Early homes from 1900 to WWII were often on small farms.  In the 1920s 

and 1930s a number of greenhouses in the area supplied local florists and 

nurseries and hotels.  

John Bonforte, a veteran, purchased a large tract of land and proposed 

developing 320 homes which represented the first postwar development in 

which homes could be purchased with the GI Bill. The GI Bill was also a 

works program.  To qualify for a GI Bill loan, a home required a hardwood 

floor. The flooring created work on each construction site and it also created 

lumber mill jobs in the south. An important provision of the G.I. Bill was 
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low interest, zero down payment home loans for servicemen, with more 

favorable terms for new construction compared to existing housing 

  

Note that to acquire a GI loan, the house had to be at least 750 square 

feet. Today many of the homes still occupy that original footprint. The 

neighborhood proved so popular, Bonforte annexed more land to continue 

development. Originally a two bedroom home sold for $7,450 and a three 

bedroom home for $8,450. Bon Park resulted from a land dedication the 

City required from Bonforte. In 1948 the City annexed the area north of 

Madison. 

The development received considerable national press at the time as the 

price included a set of modern conveniences including an electric 

refrigerator, stove, and washing machine, hardwood floors in all rooms 

except kitchen and bath which had linoleum.    Purchasers could choose 

between three sidings:  asbestos/cement shingles, wood shingles, or 

stucco.  And the developer varied the appearance of the homes by slightly 

alternating the placement on the lot, the arrangement of windows, and 

allowing purchasers to choose house colors.    

In addition, he hired Upton Gardens* to do landscaping which included a 

shelter belt/windbreak on the alley north of LaSalle to minimize noise from 

the trains.  Neighboring front yards were continuous without any 

interrupting fences. The streetscape, which included new street trees, was 

open and offered clear views down the streets.  Undoubtedly the presence of 

the many new homeowners facilitated the development in 1952 of the Bon 

Center. Originally, it housed a post office, a soda fountain, a bank, a small 

neighborhood grocery store and a dry-goods store. 

In 2017, a group of residents discussed the possibility of creating a 

voluntary neighborhood association to build community, learn more about 

the history of our area, and appreciate our distinctiveness and many assets.  

The result is this first neighborhood event, celebrating, in part, the 70th 

anniversary of the annexation of the homes built by Bonforte into the City of 

Colorado Springs in 1948. 
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*NOTE on landscaping.  Gazette.  March 26, 1948 Bonnyville Addition 

Landscaping Job Let to Upton Gardens. 

One of the largest landscaping projects launched in Colorado Springs for 

many years will be undertaken by the Upton Gardens Inc., firm at the site of 

the new Bonnyville addition on the northeastern edge of the city. 

According to Ad Mueller of the landscaping firm the project will move 

along as fast as the 320 new homes in the area are completed by John 

Bonforte, contractor. Mueller said that 39 varieties of shrubs and evergreens 

will be used in the beautification of the area, the great variety to give 

individuality to each of the residences. 

All of the plants are currently being grown in special spots at the Upton 

Garden nursery, 720 W. Caramillo St., in order that they may be placed in 

the ground as rapidly as construction permits. 

The landscaping firm will also put in one mile of Russian olive seedlings.  

From these plantings a windbreak will grow on unprotected sides of the 

Bonnyville addition.  This windbreak will also serve as a screen between the 

residences and the Rock Island and Santa Fe railroad tracks, Mueller said. 
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422 LaSalle Street 

 
 This is the basic design of the homes in Bonnyville. There is a one-

floor ranch-style house with two large windows and the front door on 

the façade. There is a front-facing decorative part gable on the roof. 

This home has a covered front porch with a gable roof that matches the 

front-facing gable on the house. The exterior walls are covered with 

stucco.  
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428 LaSalle Street 

 
 This Bonnyville home has the front door in the center with the 

two windows on each side. The window to the right of the front door is a 

bay window.  
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432 LaSalle Street 

 
 These homes are basically the same but vary in details. In this, 

case, one of the two front windows is larger than the other. 
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438 LaSalle Street 

 
 The exterior walls of this Bonnyville home are covered with 

asphalt shingles. An uncovered wrap-around front porch has been 

added to this basic Bonnyville design.  
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442 LaSalle Street 

 

 In this variant of the typical Bonnyville home, the small front 

porch has been enclosed and the front door turned to the side. There is 

an octagonal window in the new front porch enclosure. 
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446 LaSalle Street 

 
 Decorative window shutters and a modern metal front porch have 

been added to this typical Bonnyville home.  
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452 LaSalle Street 

 
 The exterior wall inside the front-facing gable is covered with a 

different material from the exterior wall covering on the first floor of 

the house.  
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504 LaSalle Street 

 
 This is one of the simplest forms of the Bonnyville house style.  
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508 LaSalle Street 

 
 A window awning has been added to this typical Bonnyville house. 

Notice also the double columns holding up the front porch roof. 
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514 LaSalle Street 

 
 A front-yard sculpture garden gives an individual flair to this 

typical Bonnyville home.  
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522 LaSalle Street 

 

 This variation on the Bonnyville design provides a large covered 

front porch. The front door is turned to the side and a square window 

added to the front-door area. The exterior wall covering in the front- 

facing roof gable is a different material from the stucco on the first- 

floor exterior walls. 
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526 LaSalle Street 

 
 Small, sweet, and simple. This Bonnyville home probably looks 

exactly as it did when it was first constructed right after World War II.  
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604 LaSalle Street 

 
 Those purchasing Bonnyville homes had their choice of three 

exterior wall coverings – stucco, asphalt tile, or wood siding. This home 

is covered with wood siding. Notice that one of the large windows on the 

front façade has been turned into a bay window.  
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608 LaSalle Street 

 
 A Bonnyville home in its simplest and purest form. 
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612 LaSalle Street 

 
 Here is another example of the covered front porch variant of a 

Bonnyville home.  
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618 LaSalle Street 

 
 A big wrap-around covered front torch has been added to this 

Bonnyville home.  
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622 LaSalle Street 
 

The covered front porch on this Bonnyville home has been 

extended outward and covered with a metal roof. A simulated-stone 

planter with flowers growing in it adds to the decor of the porch. 
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626 LaSalle Street 

 

 Here is an original Bonnyville home in mint condition.  
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640 LaSalle Street 
 

 Here is a Bonnyville home that has been enlarged since it was first 

constructed. An excellent job was done of matching the new 

construction, on the right, to the existing house.  
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644 LaSalle Street 

 
 The exterior walls of this Bonnyville home have been covered with 

vinyl siding. Note the decorative metallic medallion in the front-facing 

roof gable. 
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650 LaSalle Street 

 
The covered front porch is in the middle of the facade of this 

Bonnyville home rather than at one side or the other.  

 



BONNYVILLE 

COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO Page 30 

 
 

656 LaSalle Street 

 
 An interesting variation here. The exterior wall coverings are 

vinyl siding on the lower half of the façade but stucco on the upper half. 

Note also the double hung windows on the left side of the façade but a 

single plate glass window on the right side.  
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704 LaSalle Street 

 
 This one has that unmistakable Bonnyville look. 
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708 LaSalle Street 

 

 An interesting arrangement of exterior wall coverings on this 

Bonnyville home. The lower part of the first-floor façade is vinyl siding, 

as is the roof gable. The upper part of the first-floor facade is stucco and 

so is the front porch gable. 
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712 LaSalle Street 

 
 A major addition was constructed on the left side of this 

Bonnyville home. A good job was done of matching the new 

construction to the original structure. Note that different paint colors 

were used to emphasize the contrast between the vinyl siding on the 

lower part of the first-floor exterior walls and the stucco on the upper 

part. 
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724 LaSalle Street 

 
 This Bonnyville home appears to be completely unchanged since it 

was first constructed. 
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734 LaSalle Street 

 
 That covered front porch is a fine feature on many Bonnyville 

homes.
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802 LaSalle Street 

 

 Stucco on the first-floor exterior walls contrasts with wood siding 

in the roof gable. Note the bay window looking out on the covered front 

porch.  
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806 LaSalle Street 

 
          Another good job of putting an addition on a typical Bonnyville 

home. The addition is on the left side and has a single double-hung 

window in it. 
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812 LaSalle Street 

 
 A nicely maintained Bonnyville home.  
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816 LaSalle Street 

 
 This is called a pop-top. The roof was raised and a second floor 

installed in this Bonnyville home. The automobile garage was probably 

added at the same time. Both the second-floor exterior walls and the 

garage exterior walls have vinyl siding. The original first-floor part of 

the home is covered with stucco.  
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