Students should feel free to contact me directly.  I’ll do my best to put them in touch with the right people or strategize on how best to address a certain research question.

Peter Frykholm

719-486-5300

peter@peakediting.com
The Cost of the Commute

More than 75% of Leadville’s workforce spends 45-75 minutes commuting (each way) to service industry jobs “over the hill” in Summit and Eagle counties.  These commutes cross three mountain passes, so you can imagine the added headache in winter.  Quantify the literal cost (time, gas, vehicle wear, etc.) of the commute by counting cars leaving Leadville on two consecutive mornings on Highways 24 and 91.  Then investigate the metaphorical cost by asking: What happens when people do not work in the community in which they live?  What happens when residents of one poor county invest their labor in affluent neighboring counties, then return home to a community that is strapped to provide even basic social services for them?  Do neighboring counties have a responsibility toward the poor communities from which they draw workers?

False Fronts

Visitors typically equate Leadville with the quaint, Victorian storefronts along Harrison Avenue.  Conduct a photo investigation that documents the realities of poverty, alcoholism, environmental degradation, etc. in Leadville.

La Cara Nueva de Leadville

Investigate efforts at integrating Leadville’s booming Latino population into civic life.  Who is happy with their arrival and why?  Who is unhappy and why?  Do Mexican immigrants from different Mexican states fraternize, or do they keep their distance from one another?  What is the relationship between English-speaking Hispanics and Spanish-speaking Hispanics?  How do non-working Latino women in particular deal with cultural and social isolation in the trailer parks?  How does the linguistic and cultural assimilation of immigrant schoolchildren into American life affect their families?  How do immigrant workers find jobs and what struggles do they face at work?  How many Mexican-owned businesses are there in Leadville, and is this number destined to jump?  Do immigrants choose to self-segregate, or are there economic reasons that they live en masse in the trailer parks north of town?

Sustainability at Timberline

Investigate an experiment in sustainability and environmental responsibility at Higher Ground.  I can put you in touch with the people who are building this residential facility and working farm.

Historical Immigration

Explore the ethnic and racial dynamics of Leadville during the Boom Days of the late 19th Century.  Who lived on Chicken Hill?  Why were there multiple Catholic churches and who attended which?  Why do you not see Chinese faces in the historical photos?  After the Boom Days, how did Leadville’s ethnic composition and dynamics change over the course of the 20th century?  By the time of the Climax Molybdenum Mine, had ethnic tensions all but vanished?

Education

Was education valued during the days when high-paying union mining jobs were readily available?  If not, what was the legacy of this attitude when the mines shut down?  How do families and students today understand the value of education when an abundance of service-industry jobs are readily available in neighboring counties?  What are the opportunities that high school students perceive for their lives?  In reality, where do Leadville’s high school graduates go and what do they do?  Are the schools a force for integration between the English and Spanish speaking communities?  How does the school district grapple with issues such as bi-lingual education?

“Send the EPA to Summitville”

What is the history of the EPA in Leadville?  How do we understand the deep animosity that many residents have for this government agency that ostensibly is working to make the community safer by testing for lead, cleaning up watersheds, etc.?  What is the EPA’s perspective on what they are trying to do, and the resistance that they face?

Whose Water?

How do rural mountain communities defend their water rights against powerful Front Range entities?

Take the Money, Leave the Damage

Who is legally responsible for cleaning up mining waste from centuries past?  The Getty, Guggenheim and May fortunes were made in Leadville.  Do the descendants of these barons or their billion-dollar foundations owe anything to Leadville for what was left behind?

Not another Breckenridge

A common refrain you hear in Leadville is that “We don’t want to become another Breckenridge.”  What does this mean?  Are economic development, historical preservation and sustainable community life incompatible?  When “Victorian Charm” becomes a commodity for consumption, does the city risk becoming a Disneyfied version of itself?  If economic development raises real estate prices and drives a process of gentrification, how do you make sure that normal residents can remain, and that the city retains its character and doesn’t become a community of mansions, second-home owners, etc.?

Libertarian Central

There is a strong Libertarian streak in the community, including among many current and former politicians. What impact does libertarianism have on local politics?  Why has Leadville developed a libertarian streak?  How do national political structures (like traditional political parties) play out in this Wild West, traditionally union town?   

Is Recreation the Savior?

Many people believe that Leadville should utilize its natural surroundings to bolster the local economy.  Fishing, hunting, skiing, bicycling, and other outdoor activities should be the commodities of the new economy.  What impact do outdoor activities have on the current economy?  Is this a viable economic strategy?  What are the potential downfalls of this strategy?  What recommendations would you make, based on research and examples of other Colorado mountain communities?

San Luis Valley North

Leadville’s established Hispanic families almost invariably have close ties with the San Luis Valley and northern New Mexico.  Very frequently there will be an uncle in La Jara, an aunt in Center, a cousin in Truchas, and a brother in Ojo Caliente.  Minturn, about 30 miles north of Leadville, and Espanola, about 30 minutes north of Santa Fe, seem to be the northern and southern borders of this distinct population.  Investigate the veracity of this assertion, then trace and analyze the historical migration.  Which wave of mining drew Hispanics northward into the mountains?  How did people transition from generations of farming and ranching to mining?

What is “Light Industry” and can it work?

Nobody expects a large company to relocate to Leadville, however many people believe that small companies and light industry could indeed thrive here.  Quantify and categorize the small businesses in Leadville that are not catering to tourists or providing services to local residents.  Are they successful?  What are the hindrances to attracting or creating more such businesses?  What would Leadville have to do to attract business relocation from the Front Range?  Are extractive industries (timber, minerals) still viable for Leadville?

A New Company Town?

For many years, Leadville was essentially a company town.  Everybody worked for Climax, or provided services for those workers and their families.  Today, Home Depot, Wal-Mart, Vail Associates, and IntraWest employ huge numbers of Leadville residents.  What are the similarities and differences between contemporary and historic company-employee relations?  Trace labor history back to the 19th century mines.

