Young Yi / Tenzin

Chapter 2.  Class Discussion Questions and Topics

1. Why do positive feedbacks cause the changes in ecosystems to seem sudden?

2. If population of a species grows exponentially so that it goes over its carrying capacity for a certain period of time, would it possible for the species to become extinct due to a rapid decrease in the population afterward?
3. What is earth’s carrying capacity for humans?  Have we reached the carrying capacity yet?  If not, what makes you think that?  If yes, do you think humans will undergo a drastic decrease in the population like it was mentioned in question 2?  Why or why not? 

4. The diagram on page 19 shows a competition between two positive feedback loops.  Do you think there is a same competitive relationship between countries in terms of using and trading limited resources?  If yes, do you think buying resources from other countries is morally wrong?
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