Study Guide Questions—HY 105 Midterm

What is "civilization?"  What are its origins?  How would Gilgamesh's society define it?  Plato's?  Tacitus's?  Petrarch’s—and anybody’s in between?  Does the conception of civilization stay the same over time? 

How have our respective texts made their points?  That is, how does the epic model speak to us differently from, for instance, Plato’s dialectical reasoning, the Song of Roland’s verse, or the hagiography of Clare of Assisi?  How do narrative technique inform us about the people who spoke/wrote and heard/read it?

How have the various authors we have studied defined the "ideal person"? Joinville) 

Compare the ways that gender was conceptualized in the periods we have addressed.

How was Socrates’ relationship with the divine different from petrarch’s?  from that described in our other texts such as Genesis and Matthew?

Compare classical and medieval notions of honor not just in texts overtly concerned with it, such as Beowulf, but in the assumptions suggested by other works.

Think about how people know things.  Discuss the various ways that people knew things in ancient Athens, the Middle Ages, and the Renaissance.

